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“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” Proverbs 27:6 ESV 
 

“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 

that he powerfully works within me.” Colossians 1:28–29 ESV 
 
 

My Commitment to Authentic Ministry Releases God’s Power! 
 
 

I. A Commitment to Face Difficult Situations Biblically  
 
“I have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended by you. For I was not at all 
inferior to these super-apostles, even though I am nothing.”    2 Corinthians 12:11 ESV 
 
 
 
“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.”             2 Corinthians 12:9 ESV 

(Also Romans 15:18-20) 
 

“The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with signs and wonders 
and mighty works.”          2 Corinthians 12:12 ESV 
 
 
 

II. A Commitment to Take Ownership of My Ministry 
 
“For in what were you less favored than the rest of the churches, except that I myself did not burden you? 
Forgive me this wrong!”         2 Corinthians 12:13 ESV 
 
 
 
“But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such 
provision. For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. For if I preach 
the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still 
entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel 
free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.”                 1 Corinthians 9:15–18 ESV 
 
 
 

III. A Commitment to Help Others Change 
 
“Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden, for I seek not what is 
yours but you. For children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.” 
                          2 Corinthians 12:14 ESV 
 



Five Components to Helps Others Chance 
1. Right Focus—Building other up — 
 for I seek not what is yours but you.“”  
 
 
2. Willing to Sacrifice  
“I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls.”            2 Corinthians 12:15a ESV 
 
 
3. Be the Maturing One 

“If I love you more, am I to be loved less?”      2 Corinthians 12:15a ESV 
 
 
4. Internal Fortitude 

“But granting that I myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by 
deceit.”           2 Corinthians 12:16 ESV 

 
 
 5. Personal Integrity/ Organizational Integrity  

“Did I take advantage of you through any of those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus to go, and sent 
the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not 
take the same steps?”               2 Corinthians 12:17–18 ESV 
 
 

 
 

IV. A Commitment to Stay Focused on the Mission/ Message 
 
“Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in the sight of God 
that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.”          2 Corinthians 12:19 ESV 
 
 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”      1 Corinthians 15:58 ESV 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Will I Commitment to Do Authentic Ministry? 

 
“For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me not as you 
wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and 
disorder.”              2 Corinthians 12:20 ESV 
 
 

 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” Proverbs 27:6 ESV 
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