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“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” 

Psalm 139:23–24 ESV 
 
 

My Commitment to Authentic Ministry Requires an Authentic Relationship with Jesus! 
 
 

I. I Am Responsible for Myself Before the Lord 
 
“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in 
your own eye?”           Matthew 7:4 ESV  
 
 
“This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses.”           2 Corinthians 13:1 ESV 
 
 
“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!”  
                  2 Corinthians 13:5 ESV 
 
Examine Yourself  

(Also Matthew 4:3, Matthew 16:1) 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”      John 10:27 ESV 
 
 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”       Matthew 25:31–32 ESV 

 
(Also Sheep—Matthew 25:34–39) 

“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, 
you did it to me.’”                 Matthew 25:40 ESV 
 

(Also Goats—Matthew 25:41–44 ) 
“Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’”                Matthew 25:45 ESV 
 
 
Test Yourself  
“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!”    
                        2 Corinthians 13:5 ESV 
 
 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.”            2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV 

(Also Romans 10:9-10 ) 
 



Is My Faith a Dead or Living  
 
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save 
him?”                  James 2:14 ESV 

(Also James 2:15-17; James 2:18-22) 
 
“I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.”         2 Corinthians 13:6 ESV 
 
 

II. Is My Testimony of a Genuine Faith 
 
Justification (Positional)  
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”       Romans 8:1 ESV 

 
(Also Ephesians 2:8-9) 

Sanctification (Personal)  
“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”         Colossians 2:6–7 ESV  
 

(Also Colossians 3:5; Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 2:10) 
 

 
Five Testimonies of a Changed Life 

1. My Priority to Meeting Together with Other Believers— 
“not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.”                Hebrews 10:25 ESV 
  
2. Demonstrating My Love for the Things of God 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
life—is not from the Father but is from the world.”               1 John 2:15–16 ESV 
 
3. Battling Daily for Personal Holiness 

“No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep 
on sinning, because he has been born of God.”            1 John 3:9 ESV  

 
4. Loving On My Church Family and Others 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”   1 John 4:7–8 ESV 

(Also Galatians 6:10) 
 
 5. Striving to Live In Obedience to God’s Word  

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome.”             1 John 5:2–3 ESV  
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