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Series: Authentic Ministry 
 
 
 

“This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the 
 evidence of two or three witnesses. I warned those who sinned before  

and all the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did when present on my second visit, 
that if I come again I will not spare them—”  

2 Corinthians 13:1–2 ESV 
 
 

Authentic Ministry is Requires I Deal with Issues 
 
 
 

I. Confidence in God’s Template for Ministry 
 
“I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when face to 
face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!—”      2 Corinthians 10:1 ESV 
 
 
“Of Christ“ 
These are the qualities that are the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives.  
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.”                 Matthew 11:29 ESV 
 
 
Meekness- acting in a manner that is gentle, mild, and even-tempered.  
Gentleness- leniency and compassion shown toward offenders by a person or agency charged with 
administering justice.  
 
 
 
“I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness with such confidence as I count 
on showing against some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh.”   2 Corinthians 10:2 ESV 
 
Boldness- to be confident, to have or be marked by confidence or assurance. 

(Also John 16:33) 
Confidence- a state of confident hopefulness in someone or something, trust or faith.   
 
 
 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and 
every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,” 
                                         2 Corinthians 10:3–5 ESV 

(Also 1 Samuel 16:7; John 16:33) 
 

A Couple of the Weapons of Christian Character 
- The Word and Prayer- (Ephesians 6:16-17) 
- Christian Character- (2 Corinthians 4:1–2) 

 



Means what We Say and Say What We Mean 
 
“being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.”   2 Corinthians 10:6 ESV 
 
 
 

II. Confidence in My God Given Authority 
 
“Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ’s, let him remind himself that just 
as he is Christ’s, so also are we.”            2 Corinthians 10:7 ESV 
 
 
Accepting My God Given Responsibility 
“For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for 
destroying you, I will not be ashamed.” 2 Corinthians 10:8 ESV 
 
 
“For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no 
account.” Let such a person understand that what we say by letter when absent, we do when present.” 
                       2 Corinthians 10:10–11 ESV  
 
 
I Will Be Evaluated From God’s Perspective 
“Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. 
But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are 
without understanding.”           2 Corinthians 10:12 ESV 

 
 
 

III. Confidence in God’s Blessing 
 

Comfortable in My Own Skin 
“But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of influence God 
assigned to us, to reach even to you.”        2 Corinthians 10:13 ESV  
 
 
The Church at Corinth was God’s Blessing through Paul 
“For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach you. For we were the first to come 
all the way to you with the gospel of Christ.”        2 Corinthians 10:14 ESV 
 
 
“We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your faith increases, our 
area of influence among you may be greatly enlarged,”       2 Corinthians 10:15 ESV  
 
 
 

 
Will I Embrace My Responsibility in Jesus? 

 
““Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, 
but the one whom the Lord commends.”  

2 Corinthians 10:17–18 ESV 
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