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Authentic Ministry is to Connecting Others with Jesus 

 
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” 

2 Corinthians 5:18–19 ESV 
 
We See People the Way God See Them  
“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.”      2 Corinthians 5:16 ESV 
 
The Gospel Works  
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.”            2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV 
 
I Am God’s Only Plan 
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”        2 Corinthians 5:20 ESV 

  
 
 

I. Secret: My Destiny Secured and Directed By God  
 

“He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.”  
                 2 Corinthians 5:5 ESV  
 
God’s Plan for My Life 
“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 
day.”                       2 Corinthians 4:16 ESV 

(Also Philippians 1:6) 

 
I Can Trust the Lord with My Life 
“For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”        2 Corinthians 5:1 ESV 
 
 
Life’s Difficulties Reveal My Deepest Desire (of the Genuine Believer) 
“For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling,”      2 Corinthians 5:2 ESV 

(Also Romans 8:22-23) 

 
 
We Desire what the Lord has Prepared for Us! 
“if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan, 
being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life.”       2 Corinthians 5:3–4 ESV 
 

“He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.”  
2 Corinthians 5:5 ESV 



II. Be Faithful Where God Has Me Now 
 

“So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.”    2 Corinthians 5:9 ESV  
 

 
Who Am I Really Trying to Please? 

 
A Different Attitude 
“So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord,”              2 Corinthians 5:6 ESV 
 
 
A Different Path 
“for we walk by faith, not by sight.”             2 Corinthians 5:7 ESV 
 
 
A Different Perspective 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”           Psalm 23:4 ESV 
 
 
“Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.”      2 Corinthians 5:8-9 ESV 
 
 
 
 

III. Follow Jesus Example (What Would Jesus Do?) 
 
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised.”                2 Corinthians 5:14–15 ESV 
 
 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.”         2 Corinthians 5:10 ESV  

(Also 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; Matthew 6:19-20) 

 
 

“For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.”  
                  2 Corinthians 5:13 ESV 

 
 

 
 

I Am God’s Only Plan! 
 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  

2 Corinthians 5:20 ESV 
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