
Pursuing Genuine Godliness 
Sunday May 2, 2021 

Series: Living Above the Noise 
  
 
 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

1 John 4:1 ESV 
 
 
 

I. Be Discerning 
 

 
“Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh.”   
                     Philippians 3:2 ESV  
 
 
 
“And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would like to 
claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. For such men are false 
apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”       2 Corinthians 11:12–15 ESV  
 
 
 
“I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!”           Galatians 5:12 ESV  
 
 
 
 
II . Be Authentic  
 
“For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 
confidence in the flesh—”               Philippians 3:3 ESV 
 
 
 
 
“For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew 
is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is 
not from man but from God.”             Romans 2:28–29 ESV  
 
 
 
 
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!””               Romans 8:15 ESV  
 
 
 



“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.”     Romans 8:5 ESV  

 
 
 
 
III. Be Watchful 

 
“though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more:”                 Philippians 3:4 ESV  
 
 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.”           Galatians 5:22–23 ESV  
 
 
Six Pitfalls to Avoid 

1. Trusting in My Heritage 
2. Trusting in My Nationality 
3. Trusting in My Religious Pedigree  
4. Trusting in My Accomplishments  
5. Trusting in My Ministry  
6. Trusting in My Self-Righteousness 

 
 
 
 
 

IV. Live a Surrendered Life  
 

“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” 
                        Philippians 3:8 ESV 
  
 
“and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—”   Philippians 3:9 ESV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible 

I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”  
Philippians 3:10–11 ESV  
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