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Series: Galatians– Living Above the Conflict 

 
 
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  
              Proverbs 27:17 ESV    
  

Am I Ready To Embrace God’s  
Working in My Life through Conflict?  

 
Growing ___________________ Experience Conflict 
 
I Am Not Free from Satan’s Influence  

““And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far 
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on 
the things of man.””    Matthew 16:22–23 ESV  
 
 
Jesus is Committed to Working Through Me  

““Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he 
might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.””            Luke 22:31–32 ESV  

 

“Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.” Acts 11:19 ESV 

 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.””            Acts 1:8 ESV 

 

“But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on 
coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord 
Jesus.”         Acts 11:20 ESV  ©2020 Joseph Parkinson, all right reserved. 



 
Five Biblical Practices for Addressing Conflict 
 
1. Get the Facts 

“This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”  
           2 Corinthians 13:1 ESV  

“Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of 
two or three witnesses.”          1 Timothy 5:19 ESV 
 

2. Double Check Your Attitude and Motivation 

“but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,”  
                      1 Peter 3:15 ESV 

3. Treat Others With Dignity 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother.”                  Matthew 18:15 ESV 

 

4. Fall On Your Sword 

“Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 
proper time he may exalt you,”            1 Peter 5:5–6 ESV  

 

5. Allow God to Work 

“God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge 
of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the 
snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”  
           2 Timothy 2:24–26 ESV 

 
 

Am I Ready to Stand? 
 
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  
                 Proverbs 27:17 ESV   
 

 
Conflict is a Part of Ministry 
 
“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 
because he stood condemned.”        Galatians 2:11 ESV 
 
 

My Wrong Beliefs, Opinions or Preference Wreck God’s Work  

 

“For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the 
Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, 
fearing the circumcision party.”         Galatians 2:12 ESV  

 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.”               Romans 1:16 ESV 

 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.”   2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV  

 

“And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has 
made clean, do not call common.””    Acts 10:15 ESV 

 

“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith.”        Acts 6:7 ESV  

 

“And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so 
that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.”  
                Galatians 2:13 ESV 
 
 
Will I Stand for Biblical Truth? 
 
“But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of 
the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, 
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews?””         Galatians 2:14 ESV 


