
 

 
 

Learn to be Hopeful! 
Celebrate Summer Series 

Let God Use Me 
Sunday September 9, 2018 

 
 
Cultural Definition: Hope —  

to have a wish to get or do something or for something 
to happen or be true, especially something 

that seems possible or likely. 
 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
            Romans 15:13 ESV 
 
Biblical Definition: Hope —  

is the certainty that is based upon God’s ability 
to fulfill His promises and take care of His people. 

 
“fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.”              Isaiah 41:10 ESV  
 

If we are going to pray the prayer God Use Me…. 
I Must Be Hopeful! 

 
 

God is Not Worried By Man’s Schemes  
 
Absalom is King 
“Now Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to 
Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with him.”      2 Samuel 16:15 ESV  
 
Absalom Has the Smartest Guy on His Side 
“Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if 
one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel of 
Ahithophel esteemed, both by David and by Absalom.”  
          2 Samuel 16:23 ESV 
 
Absalom is in a Position to Crush David 
“Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your counsel. What 
shall we do?””         2 Samuel 16:20 ESV ©2018 Joseph Parkinson, all right reserved. 

 

Learn to be Hopeful! 
 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



 Takes David’s Throne 
“Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s 
concubines, whom he has left to keep the house, and all Israel 
will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, 
and the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.”” 
               2 Samuel 16:21 ESV 
 
Can Take David’s Life 
“Moreover, Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me choose twelve 
thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David tonight.”  
      2 Samuel 17:1 ESV  
 
“Then Hushai said... Now therefore send quickly and tell David, 
‘Do not stay tonight at the fords of the wilderness, but by all 
means pass over, lest the king and all the people who are with 
him be swallowed up.’ ””     2 Samuel 17:15a–16 ESV  

 
 
David and His People are Worn Out 
“The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.”   
              2 Samuel 17:29b ESV  
 
 
God is Always at Work in My Life 
 
“do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  
            Philippians 4:6–7 ESV 
 
“Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I, too, am working.””       John 5:17 NIV84 
 
 
My Destiny is in God’s Hands 
“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.”  
            2 Samuel 7:14–15 ESV  
 

God is Greater than My Adversaries 
 “Then Absalom said, “Call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear 
what he has to say.””               2 Samuel 17:5 ESV 
 
 “Then Hushai said to Absalom, “This time the counsel that 
Ahithophel has given is not good.””             2 Samuel 17:7 ESV 
 
“And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of 
Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.” For 
the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so 
that the LORD might bring harm upon Absalom.”  
               2 Samuel 17:14 ESV 
 
God Protects Me Even When I Don’t Know It 
“After they had gone, the men came up out of the well, and went and 
told King David. They said to David, “Arise, and go quickly over 
the water, for thus and so has Ahithophel counseled against you.” 
Then David arose, and all the people who were with him, and they 
crossed the Jordan. By daybreak not one was left who had not 
crossed the Jordan.”       2 Samuel 17:21–22 ESV  
 
 
God Refreshes Me When I Am Worn Out 
 “[They] brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, 
flour, parched grain, beans and lentils, honey and curds and sheep 
and cheese from the herd, for David and the people with him to eat, 
for they said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the 
wilderness.””       2 Samuel 17:28–29 ESV 
 
 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 
but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.” 

Psalm 20:7 ESV  
 
 

If we are going to pray the prayer God Use Me…. 
I Must Be Hopeful! 

 
“fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

Isaiah 41:10 ESV  


