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“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, 
they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. The 
LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if 
there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all 
turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none 
who does good, not even one.”           Psalm 14:1–3 ESV  
 
 
March MMV 
“Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a 
striving after wind.”      Ecclesiastes 4:6 ESV 
 

Life Only Makes Sense When I Keep My Focus on God!  
  
 

I Need to Exercise Spiritual Discernment 
 
“Who is like the wise? And who knows the interpretation of a 
thing? A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of 
his face is changed.”        Ecclesiastes 8:1 ESV  
 
Four Responses to Ungodly Authority 
1. Disobedience 
“I say: Keep the king’s command, because of God’s oath to him.” 
          Ecclesiastes 8:2 ESV  
 
“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God.”             Romans 13:1 ESV 
 
 
“For the word of the king is supreme, and who may say to him, 
“What are you doing?””        Ecclesiastes 8:4 ESV 
 
 
“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, 
that will he also reap.”           Galatians 6:7 ESV 
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Finding God in a Broken World! 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



“But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the 
LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out.” Numbers 32:23 ESV 
 
2. Desertion 
“Be not hasty to go from his presence.”        Ecclesiastes 8:3a ESV 
 
3. Defiance 
“Do not take your stand in an evil cause, for he does whatever he 
pleases.”            Ecclesiastes 8:3b ESV  
 
“But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men.”              Acts 5:29 ESV 
 
4. Discernment 
“the wise heart will know the proper time and the just way. For 
there is a time and a way for everything, although man’s trouble lies 
heavy on him.”       Ecclesiastes 8:5b–6 ESV  
 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously 
to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”      James 1:5 ESV  
 
 
Focus On God’s Promises 
 
“Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of the 
holy place and were praised in the city where they had done such 
things. This also is vanity.”          Ecclesiastes 8:10 ESV  
 
“Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, 
the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil.”  
             Ecclesiastes 8:11 ESV 
 
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance.”        2 Peter 3:9 ESV 
 
 
“Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and prolongs his life, 
yet I know that it will be well with those who fear God, because they 
fear before him. But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will 
he prolong his days like a shadow, because he does not fear before 
God.”       Ecclesiastes 8:12–13 ESV  

“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment,”      Hebrews 9:27 ESV 
 
“These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you 
without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept 
along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 
wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; 
wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been 
reserved forever.”          Jude 12–13 ESV 
 
 
Let God Carry My Burdens 
 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  
            Philippians 4:6–7 ESV 
 
“And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but 
to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil 
through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.” 
             Ecclesiastes 8:15 ESV 
 
“When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business 
that is done on earth, how neither day nor night do one’s eyes see 
sleep,”             Ecclesiastes 8:16 ESV 
 
“then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work 
that is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, 
he will not find it out. Even though a wise man claims to know, he 
cannot find it out.”           Ecclesiastes 8:17 ESV 
 
 
 
 
 
“Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his 
servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the 
name of the LORD and rely on his God.”     Isaiah 50:10 ESV  


