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“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,”  
          Exodus 20:4–5 ESV  
 
 

God Is Interested In My Worship  
 
 
God Expects Me to be Serious About Our Relationship 
 
“Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.”   
      Ecclesiastes 5:1a ESV  
 
 
“Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, 
which I command you today, that it may go well with you and 
with your children after you, and that you may prolong your 
days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for all 
time.”                Deuteronomy 4:40 ESV  
 
 
“my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot 
from their paths,”          Proverbs 1:15 ESV  
 

The Habits I Make—Make Me! 
 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.”             Hebrews 10:24–25 ESV  
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Am I Serious About God? 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



God Is Concerned About What Is On the Inside 
“And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of 
rams.”                1 Samuel 15:22 ESV  
 
 
“To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, 
for they do not know that they are doing evil.”  Ecclesiastes 5:1 ESV 
 
 
Sacrifices of Fools 
1. Casual Inconsistent Attendance (Habit of Participation) 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.”         Hebrews 10:24–25 ESV  
 
 
2. Making Empty Commitments (Habit of Telling the Truth) 
“Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a 
word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. 
Therefore let your words be few.”           Ecclesiastes 5:2 ESV  
 
“For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with 
many words.”              Ecclesiastes 5:3 ESV  
 

Mean What You Say and Say What You Mean!  
 
 
3. Failing to Deal with Issues (Habit of Resolving Conflict) 
“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift.”          Matthew 5:21–24 ESV  

 
 

4. Neglecting Your Spouse (Habit of Investing in My Marriage) 
“Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, 
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are 
heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 
hindered.”           1 Peter 3:7 ESV  

5. Two Faced “Godliness” (Habit of Transparency) 
“And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 
as it is written, “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men.’ You leave the commandment 
of God and hold to the tradition of men.””     Mark 7:6–8 ESV 
  
 
6. Broken Financial Commitments (Habit of Follow Through) 
“When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no 
pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that you should not 
vow than that you should vow and not pay.” Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 ESV 
 
 
“Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the 
messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your 
voice and destroy the work of your hands?”     Ecclesiastes 5:6 ESV 
 
“For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; 
but God is the one you must fear.”          Ecclesiastes 5:7 ESV  

 
 

Am I Serious About God? 
 
“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge 
of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 
fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume 
the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies 
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much 
worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who 
has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood 
of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the 
Spirit of grace?... Therefore do not throw away your confidence, 
which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that 
when you have done the will of God you may receive what is 
promised.”          Hebrews 10:26–36 ESV 
 
 
“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.”  
          Hebrews 12:28–29 ESV  


