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“I told you these things so that you can have peace in me. In this 
world you will have trouble, but be brave! I have defeated the 
world.”              John 16:33 NCV  
 

 
 

Stop Making Excuses for Forgiveness 
  
 “Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.”             Matthew 18:21–22 ESV  
 
 
 
Three Steps to Freedom through Forgiveness 

Step One—Go to Your Brother 

I’m to Go to the One that Has Offended Me 
 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother.”         Matthew 18:15 ESV  
 
 
I’m to Go to the One that I Have Offended  
 
“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift.”  
      Matthew 5:23–24 ESV  
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Live With Freedom Through Forgiveness 
Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



I’m to Treat Others with Dignity 
 
“Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if 
he repents, forgive him,”           Luke 17:3 ESV 
 
Two Levels of Forgiveness 

1. Conditional Forgiveness 

2. Unconditional Forgiveness 
 
“Bear with each other, and forgive each other. If someone does 
wrong to you, forgive that person because the Lord forgave you.” 
              Colossians 3:13 NCV  

 
 

Offering Forgiveness Protects Me from Bitterness 
 
“See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root 
of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become 
defiled;”                Hebrews 12:15 ESV  
 
 

Forgiveness is a Choice to Give Up My Right to Justice 
 
“as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.”     Psalm 103:12 ESV  
 
 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother.”                 Matthew 18:15 ESV  

 
 

I Can Cover Small Offenses with Love 
 

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins.”          1 Peter 4:8 ESV  
  

 
If I cannot let it go I must go….  

Step Two—Enlist Others to Help 
 
“But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.”               Matthew 18:16 ESV  

 

 

Step Three—Bring it Before the Congregation 
 
“If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses 
to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.”                Matthew 18:17 ESV 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We Desperately Need Forgiveness in our Broken World 
 
“I told you these things so that you can have peace in me. In this 
world you will have trouble, but be brave! I have defeated the 
world.”                    John 16:33 NCV  
 
 
 
 
We Have No Excuse 
 
“Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.”                   Matthew 18:21–22 ESV  

 
 


