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“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  
        John 10:10–11 ESV  
 
 
So Why Shepherds?  
 
 
Shepherds Illustrate God’s Relationship with Me 
 
“Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead those that are with young.”     Isaiah 40:10–11 ESV 
 
 
“And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, 
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd.”             Ezekiel 34:23 ESV  
 
 
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.”  
               Psalm 23:1 ESV 
 
 
A Shepherd Leads His Sheep 
 
“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice.”            John 10:2–4 ESV  
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So Why Shepherds? 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



 
A Shepherd Protects the Sheep 
 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, 
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is 
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.”  
                John 10:11–13 ESV 
 
 
A Shepherd Restores Stray Sheep 
 
“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them 
has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 
and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, 
I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 
never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish.” Matthew 18:12–14 ESV  
 
 
 
A Shepherd Care for His Sheep 
 
“Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will set shepherds over them 
who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD.”  
             Jeremiah 23:3–4 ESV  
 
 
The Christ Child is the Great Shepherd 
 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant,”               Hebrews 13:20 ESV  
 
 
“And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
unfading crown of glory.”         1 Peter 5:4 ESV  
 

 
Is the Lord My Shepherd? 

 
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,” 
           John 10:14 ESV 
 
 
 

 


