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The Non-Christian Approach 
“Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with 
her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something. 
And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say 
that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your kingdom.””       Matthew 20:20–21 ESV 
 

My Ministry will Not Be Easy 
“Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, 
“We are able.””         Matthew 20:22 ESV  
 

“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.”  
       James 3:1 ESV 
 
God Chooses My Ministry 
“He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right 
hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by my Father.”” Matthew 20:23 ESV 
 

Others Will Probably Not Understand 
“And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two 
brothers.”          Matthew 20:24 ESV 
 

Real Ministry 
“But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant,”   
               Matthew 20:25–26 ESV 

 
A Humble Ministry is a Process 
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Live by Humbly Serving Others 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



Will I Humbly Accept God’s Ministry for Me? 
 
God Works through the Ordinary 
“Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.”  
            Exodus 3:1 ESV 

God Often Speaks When I Least Expect It 
“And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out 
of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see 
this great sight, why the bush is not burned.””      Exodus 3:2–3 ESV 
 

A God Encounter is an Opportunity to Serve 
“When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.””   
            Exodus 3:4 ESV 

God is Engaged in My World 
“Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up 
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”       Exodus 3:7–8 ESV 
 

God Wants to Use Me 
“Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, 
the children of Israel, out of Egypt.””      Exodus 3:10 ESV 
 

God Does Not Buy My Excuse that I Am Not Good Enough 
“But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?””     Exodus 3:11 ESV 

 

Those Whom Jesus Burdens He is Calling  
 

God Works with Me 
“He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, 
that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you shall serve God on this mountain.””      Exodus 3:12 ESV 

God Is Already Working in Others 
“God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to 
the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” God also said to 
Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am 
to be remembered throughout all generations.”  
              Exodus 3:14–15 ESV  

“For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has shown it to them.”      Romans 1:19 ESV  
 

God Challenges Me to Trust Him 
“Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or 
listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The LORD did not appear to 
you.’ ””           Exodus 4:1 ESV  
 

“The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A 
staff.”” Exodus 4:2 ESV  
 

Fleeces Can Never Replace Faith! 
 

The Devil will Always Give You Excuses For Not Serving 
“But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, 
either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am 
slow of speech and of tongue.””      Exodus 4:10 ESV 
 

“Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who 
makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 
Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what 
you shall speak.””             Exodus 4:11–12 ESV  
 
 
 
Where Is God Calling Me to Serve? 
“But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant,”  
          Matthew 20:25–26 ESV  


