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“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God,”        Ephesians 2:19 ESV  
 
 
I. God Expects Me to Be Involved in Community 
  
Paul’s Desire to Connect with Community 
 
“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings 
of the weak, and not to please ourselves.”       Romans 15:1 ESV  
“This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from 
coming to you. But now, since I no longer have any room for 
work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to 
come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to 
be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your 
company for a while. At present, however, I am going to 
Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia 
have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, 
and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to 
share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service 
to them in material blessings. When therefore I have completed 
this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will 
leave for Spain by way of you. I know that when I come to you I 
will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.”  
      Romans 15:22–29 ESV  
 
Paul Understands It Takes Community to Do Ministry 
 
“I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to 
God on my behalf, that I may be delivered from the unbelievers 
in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable 
to the saints, so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy 
and be refreshed in your company.”  Romans 15:30–32 ESV 
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Worship Through Community 
Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



II. Community Consists of Common People Like Me 
 
Paul’s Ministry Partners 
 
Phoebe the Deacon(ness) 
 
“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at 
Cenchreae, that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy 
of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for 
she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.”  
               Romans 16:1–2 ESV  
 
Prisca and Aquila 
 
“Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who 
risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all 
the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. Greet also the 
church in their house.”                   Romans 16:3-5a ESV 
 
 
 
Epaenetus 
 
“ Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in 
Asia.”       Romans 16:5b ESV  
 
 
 
Mary 
 
“Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.”       Romans 16:6 ESV 
 
 
 
Andronicus and Julia 
 
“Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. 
They are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before 
me.”        Romans 16:7 ESV 
 
 
 

Paul’s Many Other Acquaintances 
 
“Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our 
fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, who 
is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of 
Aristobulus. Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord 
who belong to the family of Narcissus. Greet those workers in the 
Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has 
worked hard in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his 
mother, who has been a mother to me as well. Greet Asyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with 
them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, 
and all the saints who are with them. Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.”     Romans 16:8–16 ESV  
 
 
So What?  
 
III. I Need to Protect My Community  
 
“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have 
been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord 
Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they 
deceive the hearts of the naive.”        Romans 16:17–18 ESV  
 
 
 
 
 
What Now? 
 
“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 
to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.” Romans 16:25–27 ESV  
 
 


