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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,”                1 Peter 1:3 ESV  
 
 
 
Why Romans? 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did Paul Write Romans? 
 
 
1. He Was Planning His Next Stage of Ministry  
 
“But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these 
regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, 
I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on 
my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for 
a while.”                Romans 15:23–24 ESV  
 
 
2. It May Have Been a Last Will and Testament  
 
 
 
3. It Was What God Called Him to Do 
 
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God,”          Romans 1:1 ESV  
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My Only Real Hope 
Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



4. It Was Part of God’s Plan 
 
“which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from 
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,”    Romans 1:2–4 ESV  
 
 
 
5. It Promotes Obedience to God  
 
“through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,” 
       Romans 1:5–6 ESV 
 
 
“To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”         Romans 1:7 ESV  
 
 
 
 
Why the Gospel? 
 
1. It Changes Lives 
 
“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 
your faith is proclaimed in all the world.”    Romans 1:8 ESV  
 
 
 
2. It Brings People Together 
 
“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 
his Son, that without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, 
asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in 
coming to you.”              Romans 1:9–10 ESV  
 
 

3. It Builds Up the Local Congregation  
 
 “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift 
to strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith, both yours and mine.”        Romans 1:11–12 ESV  
 
 
4. It Reaches Everyone 
 
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often 
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order 
that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest 
of the Gentiles. I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to 
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”  
             Romans 1:13–15 ESV  
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, What About Me? 
 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.”       Romans 1:16 ESV 
 
 
 
“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, 
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.””  
       Romans 1:17 ESV  

 


