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How are your Parent and Adult Children relationships?  
 
 
 

“When Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter of 
Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter of 
Elon the Hittite, and they made life bitter for Isaac and 
Rebekah.”                 Genesis 26:34–35 ESV 
 
 
“On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the 
wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 
tells you.””              John 2:1–5 ESV 
 
 
“And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside 
they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting around 
him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are 
outside, seeking you.” And he answered them, “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?””        Mark 3:31–33 ESV 
 
 
“And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all 
he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living.” Luke 15:11–13 ESV 
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Making In-Laws Not Outlaws 
Study Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

 



“But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with 
her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was 
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten 
years, and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left 
without her two sons and her husband.”        Ruth 1:3–5 ESV 
 
“But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from 
following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I 
will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 
Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD 
do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 
And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she 
said no more.”      Ruth 1:16–18 ESV  
 
 
“Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children 
is their fathers.” Proverbs 17:6 ESV 

 
Adult Children: Make Your Parents Proud of You.  
Parents: Make Your Children Proud of You  

 
 
 
Parents: Make Your Children Proud of You  
 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Genesis 2:24 ESV  
 
 
1. Respect Your Child (and Spouse) as Adults  
2. If you give, give with no strings attached 
3. Let them Solve their Problems  
4. Remember they tell each other everything  
5. Don’t Burn Any Bridges You Might Need to Cross Later 
6. Don’t take sides in their fights 
7. Respect their Privacy  
8. Only give advice when asked  
9. Invest in Establishing a Relationship with the Spouse in law  
10. Be flexible with Holiday expectations  

 
 
 

Adult Children: Make Your Parents Proud of You  
 
““Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 
in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.”  
       Exodus 20:12 ESV  
 
1. Respect Your Parents  
2. Put Your Spouse before your Parents  
3. Work to give equal time to both sets of  parents   
4. Work Out Your Issues (Don’t Ignore Them)  
5. Don’t take advantage of your parents  
6. Honor Your Parents “House Rules” 
7. Get to know your parents in law. 
8. Only ask for advice if you want it 
9. Enjoy the time that you have because it is short   
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children 
is their fathers.” Proverbs 17:6 ESV 

 
Adult Children: Make Your Parents Proud of You.  
 
Parents: Make Your Children Proud of You  

 
 


