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What Keeps Me From Being Generous? 
 
 
 
 
My Generosity Releases God’s Grace 
 

“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that 
has been given among the churches of Macedonia,”  
      2 Corinthians 8:1 ESV  
 
Two Aspects of God’s Grace 
1. Saving Grace  
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.”      Ephesians 2:8–9 ESV  
 
2. Enabling Grace 
   
“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me.”              2 Corinthians 12:9 ESV  

  
 
Key Takeaway 

God’s Grace continues once I become a Christian  
 
“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work.”    2 Corinthians 9:8 ESV 
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Love by Giving 
Study Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

2. Generosity is something that seems to be lacking in our culture 
today. Would you agree or disagree with this statement? Please 
explain.  

3. We believe that God’s grace changes our lives in many different 
ways. How does our generosity release God’s grace in the lives 
of others? (2 Corinthians 8:1) 

4. It is easy to forget that God is working in us and through us. 
What does 2 Corinthians 9:8 teach us about how God’s grace 
works in our lives?  

5. Paul shares three contradictory insights about the Macedonian 
believers situation in 2 Corinthians 8:2. What stood out to you 
about from them from these statement?  

6. Following up on the previous question from 2 Corinthians 8:2. 
What can we learn from these believers that can help us be more 
generous towards others? 

7. Sometime we question our need to be generous in a certain situa-
tion. What guidelines can we glean from verses like 2 Thessalo-
nians 3:10 and 1 Timothy 5:8?   

8. The Bible encourages us to be generous. Why is it important for 
us to understand that our generosity is voluntary? (Note 2 Corin-
thians 9:7) 

9. We often desire for God to use us in a greater way. How could 
our generosity fulfill that desire?  

Digging Deeper 

10.  Anticipate God to open an opportunity for you to be generous 
this week. Report back on how God used you! 



I Am Generous Because I Am Generous 
 

“for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 
part.”            2 Corinthians 8:2 ESV  
 
 
 
Three Insights on Generosity  
 
1. It is Independent of How My Life is Going 

 
“for in a severe test of affliction” 
 

2. It is Independent of My Circumstances 
 
“their abundance of joy” 
 

3. It is Independent of My Financial Status 

 
“their extreme poverty “ 
 

“Suffering trains me to trust God.”  

 
 
 
 

“I don’t need to be ___________ to be generous.  
I Just need to be generous to be generous!”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generosity is a Privilege 
 

“For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for 
the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—”  
            2 Corinthians 8:3–4 ESV  
 
 
 
 
Three Truth about Generosity  
 
1. God Gives Me the Choice 
 
2. God Let’s Me Determine How Much 
 
3. God Enables Me to Do More 


