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What does it mean to “love” the church?  
 
 
 
 
I Love My Church  
 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:” 
             John 13:34a ESV 

 
 
 

Four Greek Words for Love 
 
Eros– sexual love/ passion (not used in the Bible) 
 
 
Phileo– brotherly love, more feeling than reason 
 
 
Storge– love between family members, tenderness, devotion 
 
  
Agape– other-centered love, based on commitment rather than 
emotion, love of undeserving. (most frequent term used in New 
Testament) 

 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”  
                  John 
13:34 ESV  
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I Love My Church 
Study Questions 

Getting Started 

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this week’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening or troubling?  
Explain.   

2. Many might identify the church as a building, a set of practices, 
programs, preaching style or even music. How do these views 
differ from the view that the church is people striving to follow  
Jesus?   

3. Read John 13:21-30. What is the context to what Jesus says in 
John 13:34-35, and to whom is he speaking? Why is this im-
portant?  

4. Jesus speaks of a “new commandment.” What do you think is the 
significance of this new commandment?  

5. Read John 13:34-35. The same word for love (agape) is used all 
four times in these verses. What is important about the emphasis 
that Jesus is making? 

6. Jesus’ life and sacrifice should be what motivates us to love oth-
ers. What are some specific ways that Jesus’ love can be imitated 
by us today?   

7. Review the definition of agape love. How does 2 Corinthians 
5:14-16 challenge us to change so that we can love like Jesus?  

8. It is important that we communicate our love to others through 
our words. What is 1 John 3:18 warning us to avoid and encour-
aging us to do?  

9. This series will focus on four ways that we can love our church 
by loving others. Which of the four ways do you find easiest? 
Hardest?   

Digging Deeper 

10. This week, ask the Lord to reveal a specific situation where you 
can show your love to another person and then do it.  



 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
              John 3:16 ESV 
 
 
 
 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”                John 13:34–35 ESV  

 
 
 
What it means to “Love My Church” 
 

Love by Connecting – Learning to live in community. 
 
Love by Serving – Helping other through my God given gifts and 
talents.  
 
Love by Giving – Ministering to others by helping to meet their 
needs.  

 
Love by Sharing – Communicating Jesus through our lives and 
words. 

 
 
 
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”          John 13:35 ESV  

 


